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transfer of ownership of a semiautomatic fire-
arm, silencers, armor piercing ammunition, or 
large capacity ammunition magazines. 

According to Newsweek, the ‘‘Gun Safety 
Not Sorry Act’’ is the No. 1 legislative proposal 
that Congress can and should pass right now. 

The majority must cut its close ties to the 
powerful gun lobby to facilitate useful gun con-
trol legislation necessary immediately. 

The ‘‘Gun Safety Not Sorry Act will not 
abridge the Second Amendment, it will not 
take away gun rights, and it does not impose 
greater restrictions on gun ownership—it will 
not stop all mass shootings but it will certainly 
help. 

In the wake of the horrific Valentine’s Day 
mass shooting in Parkland, Florida, the 
emboldened survivors of the high school 
shooting are calling for immediate gun reform. 

States with tighter gun control laws have 
fewer gun-related deaths. 

I will soon introduce legislation to keep our 
children safe from mass shootings: the ‘‘No 
More Atrocities with Guns Act’’ (No MAGA 
Act) raises the minimum age from 18 to 21 for 
a person to purchase or possess semi-auto-
matic assault weapons. 

Teenagers, whose brains are not yet fully 
developed should not yet be entrusted with a 
weapon that is designed to inflict maximum 
damage in minimum time. 

Americans cannot understand how it is le-
gally possible for a 19-year-old mentally unsta-
ble person to purchase such a highly lethal 
weapon such as the AR–15 assault rifle and 
then use that weapon to slaughter 17 high 
school students. 

Although Americans say they want to pro-
tect the right to bear arms, they are very much 
supportive of many gun policy proposals—in-
cluding some fairly contentious ideas, such as 
more background checks on private and gun 
show sales and banning semi-automatic and 
assault-style weapons. 

Mass shootings occur more frequently in 
states that do not require background checks 
for all gun sales. 

Analyses of mass shootings in the United 
States between 2009 and 2015 document that 
the majority of mass shootings occur in 
venues where the carrying of firearm is not re-
stricted. 

In states that require background checks for 
all handgun sales, including guns offered in 
unlicensed sales online and at gun shows, 
there are 52 percent fewer mass shootings. 

Congress must take action to prevent other 
incidents such as the recent act of terror and 
hatred in Parkland, Florida that resulted in the 
tragic loss of 17 innocent lives. 

There have been 32 moments of silence ob-
served on the House Floor related to Gun Vio-
lence since 2012. 

The time for moments of silence has long 
since passed. 

The American people are demanding mo-
ments of action. 

I pledge to continue to work to reduce gun 
violence and prevent mass shootings. 
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life of a strong voice in the 
progressive movement, and a great mentor 
and friend, Marcus Raskin. Marcus’ excep-
tional work as a national security staffer, polit-
ical theorist, and progressive thought leader 
has deeply shaped our nation’s consciousness 
about war, economic inequality, and civil 
rights. 

Born in 1934 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
Marcus initially pursued a career as a pianist, 
before changing direction and studying law 
and policy at the University of Chicago. After 
attaining his law degree, Marcus moved to 
Washington D.C. and became a staffer for 
Representatives Robert W. Kastenmeier & 
James Roosevelt. 

He quickly distinguished himself as a lead-
ing voice of liberal thought, and was hired as 
staff on the National Security Council by Presi-
dent Kennedy’s National Security Advisor, 
McGeorge Bundy. He also later served in the 
Bureau of the Budget (now the Office of Man-
agement and Budget), and the Presidential 
Panel on Education. 

Following his service in the Kennedy Admin-
istration, Raskin formed the Institute for Policy 
Studies (IPS) along with Richard Barnet. As a 
progressive policy think-tank, IPS was the first 
of its kind. To this day, the institute remains 
committed to economic and racial justice, cli-
mate justice, peace and foreign policy, com-
munity engagement, and leadership develop-
ment. 

Marcus also played a pivotal role in the re-
lease of the Pentagon Papers during the 
Nixon Administration. His criticisms of the Viet-
nam War and American military policy led to 
Daniel Ellsberg noticing Marcus and relying on 
his help to get the leaked documents to re-
porters at the New York Times. This initiated 
a watershed moment in our country’s history 
about the need for transparency and account-
ability in government. 

I first met Marcus Raskin, during the mid- 
1970’s, while I worked on Capitol Hill for Con-
gressman Ron Dellums, and I am grateful to 
him for his wise counsel over the years. 
Marcus was one of the first to congratulate me 
on my election to Congress, and acted as a 
reassuring confidant as I considered my vote 
against the overly broad 2001 authorization to 
use military force. 

Marcus Raskin passed on December 24, 
2017, and is survived by his wife, Lynn, and 
his children Erika, Eden, Noah, and my col-
league in Congress—JAMIE. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, it is my honor to commend 
Marcus Raskin for his moral leadership and to 
thank him for his mentorship. I cherish my 
time serving alongside his son, Representative 
JAMIE RASKIN of Maryland’s 8th Congressional 
District and wish my sincere condolences to 
the rest of his surviving family. 
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the outstanding contributions Andy Igrejas 
has made in improving the lives of the Amer-
ican people through his tireless advocacy and 
expertise in reducing public exposure to harm-
ful chemicals. 

A native of Bloomfield, New Jersey and a 
proud graduate of Rutgers College, Andy has 
worked on environmental health and govern-
ment reform issues in New Jersey, California, 
and Washington, D.C. over his decades of 
service. 

Every day, we see the steps the Environ-
mental Protection Agency is taking to imple-
ment the Lautenberg TSCA Reform law 
passed in 2016. While that implementation is 
so far not living up to the letter of the law, we 
will continue to work to hold the EPA account-
able for meeting its essential duty under the 
law: removing toxic chemicals from commerce 
and from our homes. 

We are only able to do this because of im-
portant changes that were made in the Lau-
tenberg Act as it went through Congress— 
changes that came about because of Andy’s 
tireless work and dedication as Executive Di-
rector of the Safer Chemicals Healthy Families 
Coalition. 

The work to reform the Toxic Substances 
Control Act began in earnest in 2009, when 
the major stakeholders published principles for 
reform. It was that year that Andy organized 
the Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families coali-
tion to create a unified voice for health, envi-
ronmental, and labor organizations interested 
in advancing chemical policy reform. 

With Andy as its director, the coalition has 
grown to include 450 organizations and small 
businesses from across the country and 
across the political spectrum. By unifying 
these groups, Andy made their voices strong-
er, strong enough to stand up to extraordinary 
expenditures from industry interests. 

Andy’s work also kept the interest in TSCA 
reform alive when negotiating a deal seemed 
impossible. Andy’s appreciation for the role of 
entrepreneurship and the private sector in cre-
ating positive social change led to the coali-
tion’s decision to launch Mind the Store, an 
initiative challenging the nation’s largest retail-
ers to restrict hazardous chemicals in their 
supply chains. It was that effort at the retail 
level, along with legislative efforts in the 
states, which kept industry at the table pur-
suing a comprehensive federal program. 

I want to thank Andy for his bold thinking, 
tireless efforts, and strategic counsel to me 
and my staff, without which many of the public 
health and environmental improvements in the 
Lautenberg TSCA reform law would not have 
been possible. 
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